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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL 
FLOWS OF KNOWLEDGE FOR NATIONAL 

COMPETITIVENESS AND PROSPERITY OF SOCIETY IN THE 
REPUBLIC OF SERBIA AND THE REPUBLIC OF SRPSKA 

 
 

Branko Rakita, PhD, Prof. Mrdan Mladan,  
Dusan Markovic, Ass. Prof. PhD 

 
 
Abstract: Globalization – as a social, political, economic and cultural 

phenomenon – is gaining intensity starting from the nineties of the previous 
century. These movements radically change the relations between 
individuals, companies and national economies and create a business ambient 
which is characterized by a sharp international competitiveness. The know-
ledge that society possesses is becoming a key determinant of national com-
petitiveness. In conditions in which carriers and creators of knowledge are 
increasingly becoming big multinational companies, and migrations are made 
easier, especially small transitional countries are faced with problems of 
people moving away and loss of national competitiveness. This work identifi-
es some limiting economic, demographical and educational factors for streng-
thening of the economics of knowledge in the Republic of Serbia and the 
Republic of Srpska, and gives proposals for their overcoming. Proposals 
include improvement of efficiency of some state and educational institutions, 
use of knowledge which the diaspora possesses and more significant use of 
possibilities due to inclusion into international investment, trade and innova-
tive flows. Along with that, we also propose a concrete project of cross bor-
der cooperation „Bridge of knowledge and innovations”, whose basis would 
be made up of mutual, geographically decentralized, University of the Re-
public of Serbia and the Republic of Srpska. Realization of these measures is 
not easy nor simple, effects can be expected only in the medium and long-
term, but they would significantly contribute to the growth of competitive-
ness of national economies and prosperity of the citizens of the Repubic of 
Serbia and the Republic of Srpska.  

Key words: Globalization, competitiveness, knowledge, internatio-
nalization, migrations, innovations.  

 


